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Prophet Ezekiel
The Watchman over the Land
(God who Strengthens)
Portion to read: Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2; 3; 4:13;

5:1-5; 33:1-11; Jeremiah 29:1-13

Memory Verse: Eze. 33:7,8

So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore
thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and
warn them from me. When I say unto the
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die;
if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from
his way, that wicked man shall die in his

iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine
hand.

Objective: When God appoint people to
His ministry, He does not look at the
position or influence of the person
appointed. But God appoints his people to
do his services at various places. They are
the watchmen of their region. Therefore the
service of God’s people is precious for that
region. When Israel was in exile, one of the
Jews in exile — Ezekiel — did God’s service
for them, standing in between God and
Israel. He stands for God in front of his
people.

Prophet in Exile

Ezekiel was a priest who served Israel,
during their exile in Babel (1:13). He was
one of the Jews, who were taken to Babylon,
by Nebuchadnezzar in BC 597 (2 Kings 24).
It is believed that Ezekiel was born in BC
622, in a Levite family and that he lived for
25 years in Judah. In BC 607, Assyria, one
of the mighty nations was defeated by
Babylon, which became a world empire.
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Still Egypt and the western nations has\
some autonomy and power. Jeremiah and
Daniel were contemporaries of Ezekiel. But
itis considered that Ezekiel was much older
than both and was like a teacher to them.
Jeremiah and Daniel were of the same age.
Daniel had gone into exile to Babylon in
BC 6060, about 9 years before Ezekiel
became an exile to Babylon in BC 597.
Daniel stayed in the palace and served as a
prophet, while Ezekiel lived among the
people, as a common man in exile, and
served as a prophet. Ezekiel lived near River
Chebar, which was a branch of River
Euphrates, which surrounded Babel.
Chebar was about 50 miles north to
Euphrates. Tel Abib was a colony made by
the people in exile, near River Chebar. It is
believed that he lived and died in Tel Abib
(3:15). He was a married man (24:18).

God had warned his people about the
exile, even 100 years before they turned to
other gods (Isa. 36:6; Micah 4:10; Jere.
25:11-12). But the people didn’t take heed
and God had to sent them into exile. Even
while they were in exile, Jeremiah wrote and
send prophecies from Judah to Babel. He
made them know that they would have to
suffer exile for 70 years and then God would
save them. But false prophets arose among
the people, who despised the words of
Jeremiah, saying ‘God will save them in the
near future’ and thus never allowed the
people into true repentance. It was in these
troublesome situations that God called
Ezekiel as a prophet following in the
footsteps of Jeremiah. Ezekiel was called to
be a prophet in the 5" year of his exile. His
last prophecy is said to be in the 27" year
of exile. So he served for about 22 years as
a prophet — from 5" year to 27" year of exile
(29:16).
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Ezekiel’s ministry was unique in many
respects. He conveyed God’s message to
people through symbols, visions, parables,
poems, allegories and prophecies. He was
a perfect artist. Ezekiel and Daniel were
from highly esteemed families (2 Chro.
36:6, 7; Dan. 1:1-3; 2 Kings 24:14-16).

First Phase of His Life

Ezekiel was born in a Levite family in
BC 622. God had foreseen him as a prophet
and he accomplished it during the period
of exile. Since Ezekiel was brought up in a
priestly background, he might have deeply
thought about the pathetic state of the
Lord’s temple, the priests and the people
who were already taken as captives to
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, before him.
Later he was also taken as captive to
Babylon and they settled in Tel Abib. The
king had given them some freedom and
they could do their own work and live along
with their families.

Ezekiel’s calling

When the people in exile, rejected
Jeremiah’s words and turned to false
prophets, God called Ezekiel. It was in the
5™ year of his exile. He was 30 years old
then. It was the age required for a priest to
enter into his official post (Num. 4:23). But
God appointed him to be the watchman of
his fellowmen.

Ezekiel, the Watchman

God authorized Ezekiel to be like a
watchman to the people of Israel and to
warn them of their sins, the danger that is
coming, and to counsel them to repent. (In
ancient times, each city was surrounded by
walls on 4 sides. During the night,
watchmen were appointed on the walls.
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They were supposed to inform the people
of any attack from the enemy. If the
watchmen were alert, the city would be safe.
If the watchmen warned and the people
did not respond, then the watchmen would
not be responsible for the blood of the
people). God has appointed us as the
watchmen of our locality. Are we alert or
are we interested in sin?

Ezekiel’s Ministry

Ezekiel announced the same message
that Jeremiah was preaching. But since the
people didn’t hear the word, God set Ezekiel
as a sign for them (12:6). God commanded
him to say the messages for him and to
remain dumb (3:26, 27).

He attracted people’s attention through
symbols and alerted them about the
dangers to come (4:1). He demonstrated
the destruction of the temple in Jerualem,
by making models with clay tablets to
attract people’s attention (4:3,4).

Later he shaved his head and face,
contrary to the usual appearance of a
prophet, to attract the attention of the
people. Then he weighed and divided the
shaven hair. He burned1/3", struck 1/3
with the sword and scattered 1/3™ in the
wind. This was done to signify the
destruction that was to come upon Israel
from the king of Babylon.

Moreover, his wife also died. But he
didn’t cry, as the Lord had informed him
earlier, and set it as asign for israel.
Godupheld his servant in all these difficult
circumstances, by the help of his “cloud”
(presence). God’s hand was also with him.
We also need all these for our life’s success.
We should also notice the phrase, “Thus
says the Lord God”. He had nothing of his
own to tell, but what God spoke, he told to
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the people. Therefore he never had to be
put to shame.

Ezekiel’s ministry can be divided into 3
phases: i) Prophecies about the period
before the destruction of Jerusalem
(Chapters 1-24); ii)prophecies about the
destruction of the temple at Jerusalem
(chapters 25-32); and iii) prophecies about
the period after the destruction of jerusalem
(chapters 33-48). Ezekiel had prophecied
about the return of Israel from exile and
the last judgement that was to come over
the enemies of Judah.

His Last Days

We understand that Ezekiel served as a
faithful watchman of God for about 52
years. Though nothing is known about his
death, it is believed that he died and was
buried in Tel Abib.

Questions

1. Write meaning of the following:
Ezekiel

2. How was Ezekiel a watchman of
Israel?

3. What were the unique features of
Ezekiel’s ministry?

4. Which are the different phases of the
ministry of Ezekiel?

5. What do you understand from the
statement — “You are the watchman for the
land”? Talk to your teacher, parents and the
pastor about it.




