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Lesson 16

JESUS ON
TRIAL

Scripture : John 18:12-19:16;
Matthew 26:57-65;27:1-34
Luke 22:54-71;23:1-25

Mark 14: 54-72; 15:1-20
Memory Verse : Acts 8:32

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter and as
a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not
open his mouth.”

w. Lesson

Have you heard of the court? Have

\‘\\ you been to a court? Why do we have
. courts? Why do the courts put
people on trial? The courts have
the responsibility to conduct

\  atrial to find out if wrong

%

\

\  has been committed and if
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judgment of death _,,e"j
. on Jesus who did /
no sin. - 4

The Jewish leaders and
) the Roman soldiers arrested
i Jesus in the garden of
Gethsemane and took Him to the house

of the former high priest, Annas. He was the
father-in-law of the high priest who was ruling
then, Caiaphas. Annas asked Jesus about Hi
disciples and His teaching. Jesus replied that He
had been preaching and teaching in the temple
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areas and in public places. He asked the high
priest to enquire from those who heard Him.
One of the soldiers who stood nearby struck
Jesus on the cheeks saying, “How dare you
speak to the high priest in this manner!” Annas
ordered that Jesus be bound and taken to
Caiaphas the ruling high priest.

The second trial was in the house of the
ruling high priest Caiaphas. Those who had ar-
rested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the teachers of the law and the
elders had assembled. Caiaphas was also the head
of the Sanhedrin council that was the highest
political and judicial body of the Jewish people.
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were
looking for false evidence against Jesus so that
they could put him to death. But they did not
find any, though many false witnesses came for-
ward. Finally two came forward and declared,
“This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.””” But
Jesus remained silent. The high priest said to
him, “Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of
God.” Jesus said, “You have said so.” Then the
high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has
spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more
witnesses? Look, now you have heard the
blasphemy. What do you think?” “He is worthy
of death,” they answered. Then they spit in his
face and struck him with their fists. Others
slapped him. The only wrong that they could
find in Jesus was that He said that He is the Son
of God. They considered His words as
blasphemy and decided to sentence Him to death.
But according to the Roman law they could not
sentence any one. So they took Jesus to Pilate
the governor the next morning.

The third trial was before Pilate the
governor. The Jewish leaders knew that Pilate,
the Roman governor, would not sentence Jesus
according to the religious laws of the Jewish
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people. So they alleged Jesus to have commit-
ted some other wrongs. They said that Jesus
encouraged non-payment of taxes to Caesar.
They also alleged that He taught the people that
He is the king of Jews and thus was trying to
start an insurrection. But Jesus made no
reply, not even to a single charge—to the great
amazement of the governor. Pilate asked Jesus
whether he considered himself as the king of
the Jews. Jesus replied that He is. Pilate did not
find anything wrong in Jesus. Pilate knew that
Jesus was from Galilee and so he sent Jesus to
Herod, the governor of Galilee.

Jesus was taken to Herod for the fourth
trial. He had heard of Jesus as a magician who
does miracles and wonders. Expecting Jesus
would do a miracle, he asked Jesus many
questions. But He did not give any answer. Herod
did not find anything wrong in Jesus. But
Herod’s soldiers mocked and humiliated Jesus,
and sent Him back to Pilate.

Jesus was put on trial before Pilate three
times. Yet Pilate could not find any fault in Him
and said that to the Jewish leaders. Pilate’s wife
sent word to him asking him not to have anything
to do with Jesus, because He was a righteous
man. Please note all what Pilate did to stop the
Jewish authorities from killing Jesus.

Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into
the Praetorium and gathered the whole company
of soldiers around him. They stripped him and
put a scarlet robe on him, and then twisted to-
gether a crown of thorns and set it on his head.
They put a staff in his right hand. Then they
knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail,
king of the Jews!” they said. They spit on him,
and took the staff and struck him on the head
again and again. After they had mocked him,
they took off the robe and put his own clothes
on him. The Jews were not satisfied with this
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and began to shout loudly, “Crucify Him.” Then
they led him away to crucify him.

Jesus was put on trial before Annas,
Caiaphas, Pilate and Herod, and again before
Pilate three times. In total, Jesus was tried 7
times by 4 rulers. None of them could find
anything wrong in Jesus. Nowhere else in
history has a man been declared innocent and
then sentenced to die. Jesus, who did no sin,
was put on trial like a criminal, and crucified so
that we would be delivered from the judgment
of God for sin. Now there is no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus. Are you
delivered from this judgment?
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II.

L. aflayoditle:8)m0 2132 9219 d. Discuss with the students

cow)ailom AlM®Glay MIOWIWIAIMIO)S Gald MOTES aloW)e? Name in order the
people who judged Jesus.

al1eRCEmOMS cRWAIOM af)@(aloaiudlo allmimalafy? How many times did Jesus come
before Pilate for trial?

al1e10EomO cWo}aillad B0) $)QaRe GEMBOTIVILL af)islene cGRWANOM (#)uBla|o0d
aB@aflaf). agyames0ens? Pilate did not find any fault in Jesus but sentenced him to die.
Why?

cWU)AflOM (3)0Bln 008 a@@Baflem)M@IN MM arllenEEmOITS cGWYANHM ag)eEBOHM allus]
aflap? How did Pilate humiliate and abuse Jesus before crucifying him?

cwuoyailom alm®BleeaM oo GOAVAOIVI@ 60} all(@1H06Mo Galderl &Slees
oa906nE @REIMWIajles)s. Encourage the students to act out the different scenes of
Jesus’ trial in the class.

III. @mlclen)m il@omlear myowailwl
W08 B0GOI0)OMOIOSWIo QUL ) U3
conod Vo8 agy9y«». In the boxes
given below, write the words of each
person during the trial
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