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Believe that God

will give us an f
answer when we /

\_ praytoHim ~

Lesson 31

GOD ANSWERS
PRAYER

Scripture : 1 Samuel 1-3

Memory Verse : Psalm 116:1

But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

During the time of judges in Israel, there
was a man called Elkanah who lived in
Ramathaim in the hill country of Ephraim. He
had two wives, Hannah and Penninah. Penninah
«._  hadchildren but Hannah did not have any.

Penninah used to always irritate and

é’\ provoke Hannah until she wept and

would not eat. Elkanah used to
comfort and take care of Hannah.
He would say to her, “Hannah,
\  why are you weeping? Why
\  don’t you eat? Why you are
down hearted? Don’t I mean
more to you than ten sons?”
But Hannah used to continue
to remain sad. She contin-
ued to pray to God to give
her a child.

Once when they went to

/ the temple, Hannah wept and

’ prayed to the Lord in bitterness of

her soul for a son. She made a vow saying,

“Oh Lord Almighty, if you will look upon you

servant’s misery and remember me and give

me a son then I will give him to you all the days
ofhis life.”

As she kept on praying to the Lorp, Eli
observed her mouth. Hannah was praying in her
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heart, and her lips were moving but her voice
was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk and
said to her, “How long are you going to stay
drunk? Put away your wine.” “Not so, my lord,”
Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply
troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer;
I was pouring out my soul to the Lorp. Do not
take your servant for a wicked woman; I have
been praying here out of my great anguish and
grief.” Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the
God of Israel grant you what you have asked of
him.”

Then she went her way and ate something,
and her face was no longer downcast. Early
the next morning Elkanah and Hannah arose and
worshiped before the LorD and then went back
to their home at Ramah. The Lorp
remembered Hannah. So in the course of time
Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a
son. She named him Samuel. After he was
weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he
was, and brought him to the house of the Lorp at
Shiloh.

One day Samuel was lying down in the
house of the Lorp, where the ark of God
was. Then the Lorp called Samuel. Samuel an-
swered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said,
“Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did
not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and
lay down. Again the Lorbp called, “Samuel!” And
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I
am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did
not call; go back and lie down.” A third time
the Lorp called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up
and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called
me.” Eli realized that the LorD was calling the
boy. ® So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and
if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lorp, for your
servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

The Lorp came and stood there, calling as
at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then
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Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listen-
ing.” (1 Sam. 3:9-10). God spoke to Samuel and
told him about the future of Israel. The LorDp was
with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of
Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all
Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that
Samuel was attested as a prophet of
the Lorp. The Lorp continued to appear at
Shiloh, and there he revealed himselfto Samuel
through his word.

We must talk to God in prayer. Samuel
served God for many long years as a judge and
aprophet. God used him to anoint Saul and David
as kings. God exalted Samuel in Israel because
he had a praying mother. Are you praying to
God in every circumstance? If we pray in faith,
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I. aleyadible:8)m00 2132] ©21Q)d. Discuss with the students

1 adIMO HOBAILIVODITE 6410 (a10BL0la)). (2 10BNMTBS M0)als] ei€lay). Hannah went
to the temple to pray. God answered her prayer.

2. (OMGAITE NIOBIHM OOBAIe @RBY0 AllSla]Eajoud @EAIM ag)am) H2IT®)? allanis)ss ails]
508 (100l jomeeom? What did Samuel do when God called him first ? How did he

respond for the following calls of God?

3. Ml@BUWHn) (1AM WI@ 00)alsS] eIEla] af)eamB1LI0 @PMYEAIEBBUI DGENBI?
99BQlo MEAROS) MVoaVOTIHNERO ? af)ed3em ? Do you have the experience of God an-
swering your prayers? Does God speak to us ? How ?.
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1 a0aMO HOBANLIVATIG §21aM) (aI0BLAla)). (aI0ENMDEe M0)als] ei€la)). Hannah
went to the temple to pray. God answered her prayer.

UO@GQIG3 NIDEIOM HEBAI0 @B Aflglalca|oud GRAIM af)dM) H2ITM)? ollMIs)ss aflg
68 (a0l jomsasom? What did Samuel do when God called him first ? How did he
respond for the following calls of God?

M@BBUBHO) (ORI M OT@ 20)alsS] eIla] oM &1elo @RM)RAIBBUE OEENZO?
9Bl MEAMIS) MVoMLIElBNE0 ? ag)sdem ? Do you have the experience of God
answering your prayers? Does God speak to us ? How ?.

vomcaleilm) eiclay eoesaailgloio MO 20)alSIWo af)9}®)b.
Write about God calling Samuel and his response to the call




