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Zedekiah

(Judah’s last king)

Portion to read: - 2 Kings 24:18; 25:7; 2
Chronicles 36:10-21, Jeremiah 27:12-18;
34:8-11; 37:16-21; 39:1-10; Ezekiel 17:11-
19
Memory verse: Revelation 3:15, 19
“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.As many
as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.”
Important verse: 1 Kings 18:21 “how long
will you falter between two opinions? If the
Lord is God, follow him.”
Objective: He who is double-minded is
unstable in all his ways. God doesn’t like
such a person. If we hear the word and
don’t obey it, it is punishable. If one doesn’t
follow God in his good days, God will
abandon him in the days of his trouble.

Introduction: Since Rehoboam, the son
of Solomon was foolish, the country was
divided into 2 during his time. We learned
about the first king of Israel in the last
chapter. After Jeroboam, 18 kings ruled
over Israel and during the time of Hoshea,
the last king, the kingdom declined and the
people were taken as captives to Assyria.
Similarly, in the kingdom of Judah,
Rehoboam was followed by 20 kings.
During the reign of the last king, Zedekiah,
the kingdom declined and people were
taken as captives to Babylon. The city and
the temple were looted and destroyed. The
destruction happened mainly due to the
double-mindedness of Zedekiah, the king.
God used to send prophets to exhort and
correct the kings. Prophets starting from
Ahijah to Ezekiel, gave council to the kings.
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God sent one of the most prominent\
prophet, Jeremiah, to admonish Zedekiah,
but he didn’t profit from it because he was
doubleminded. See how great the downfall
of a man who is doubleminded was!!!
Zedekiah’s Early Days

Zedekiah was also known as
Mattaniah. (Zedekiah=God is righteous)
His father was Josiah (God is healer) and
his mother was Hamutal. Josiah was the last
good king who ruled Judah. He covered
God'’s laws and he restored true worship in
the temple of God. This resulted in a great
revival in the kingdom. After the death of
Josiah, Jehoahaz, his son became the king.
He was a bad person and so he was defeated
by the Egyptians and taken as a captive to
Egypt. After him, Jehoiakim became the
king (Jehoahaz= God will uphold,
Jehoiakim= God will lift up). He was also
an evil man. So Nebuchadnezzar the king
of Babylon came and looted him and took
away the vessels in the temple of God and
took many Jews as captives. Later
Jehoiakin, another son of Josiah, became the
king. He was also an evil king and was taken
captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar.
(Jehoiakin= God gives strength) Thus
Zedekiah, the youngest son of Josiah, was
appointed as the king of Judah by
Nebuchadnezzar.

The kingdom was not established
when Zedekiah became the king. There was
constant threats from the enemies,
especially Babylonians, Judah was almost
under the control of Babylon. Zedekiah had
the examples of his forefathers and his
brothers before him and he could have
feared God. But he neglected to follow God,
when he was young.

Zedekiah, the king of Judah:
Zedekiah was made the king of
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Judah at the age of 21, by Nebuchadnezzar.
Nebuchadnezzar changed his name from
Mattaniah to Zedikiah. He had promised
that he would be loyal to Nebuchadnezzar
all his days, in the name of the Lord. (2
Chronicles 36:13).Most of the Jews were in
exile in Babylon. The rest who were left in
Judah were all unfaithful to God. (Ezekiel
22:1-31)
Zedekiah did evil in the sight of God:
(2 Chronicles 36:12)

Zedekiah did evil in the sight of the
Lord. But he sent Jeremiah to admonish
him (Jeremiah-Exalted by God). He
prophesied to the king and the people in
tears. The king received counsel at times
and rejected on most occasions. He was
double-minded and unstable in his ways
(Jeremiah 34:8-11). Zedekiah made a vow
to God to release all the prisoners, but
immediately after their release, they were
recaptured and made slaves again. Thus he
was a liar before God and men. He also
broke the word he gave to
Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah, the prophet
pointed out the consequence to him, yet
Zedekiah revolted against him, with the
help of Egyptian Kings. God had earlier
warned him through the prophet Jeremiah
to submit to Babylon. But he refused God’s
counsel, and God also delivered him into
the hands of enemies. Zedekiah even gave
consent to put the Prophet Jeremiah in
Prison. (Read what God says about him in
Ezekiel 21:25).

Life’s end:

He refused continually the
admonition of God and thus prepared
himself for the judgement of God. After 11
years of reign, the Babylonians came against
him in BC 588. He resisted for 18 months,
but he had to surrender in BC 587 due to
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the famine in the land. The king fled from
the Babylonians, but they pursued and
caught him in the plains of Jericho and
brought him to the king of Babylon at
Riblah. Then they killed all his sons before
his eyes, put out his eyes, bound him in
bronze fetter and took him to Babylon. He
lived there till his death. So Zedekiah was
destroyed because he didn’t follow God
with his whole heart. The City and the
temple were destroyed and burned with
fire. A lot of Jews were taken as captives to
Babylon. Thus the great kingdom of David
and Solomon came to an end.

Questions:

1) Write the meaning of the name
Zedekiah

2) Zedekiah had a lot of opportunities
to become good. What were they?

3) Zedekiah is said to be doubleminded
in all his ways. Why?

4) Whathappened to Zedekiah, because
he despised God’s counsel?

Looking into the list of the kings, narrate
the events happened during the reign of
each .

Kings

At the request of the people, that they
should be governed by kings like the other
nations around them, Samuel anointed
Saul as the first king. When he was
disobedient to God appointed David and
his son, Solomon to rule over the people of
Israel. During the time of Rehoboam, son
of Solomon, the kingdom was divided into
two — the kingdom of Israel with 10 tribes
and the kingdom of Judah with 2 tribes.
The names of the kings are as follows:
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