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Jepthah

(One who opens)

Text: Judg. 11, 12: 1-7

Memory Verse: 1 Cor. 1: 27-29

“But God chose the foolish things of the
world to shame the wise; God chose the
weak things of the world to shame the
strong. God chose the lowly things of this
world and the despised things—and the
things that are not—to nullify the things
that are, so that no one may boast before
him”.

Key verse: “Whoever exalts himself shall
be humbled. Whoever humbles himself
will be exalted “(Luke 14: 11).

Purpose: God chooses the worthless and
the despised in front of man and gives them
His grace. He has come to this world to save
sinners. In His due time he lifts them up.
He enables them to share the blessings with
great people of the world. We should
honour God for all His goodness. Do not
forget to fulfill the vows to God.

And the children of Israel assembled
themselves to possess the land of Canaan,
and drove out the inhabitants of the land.
After Joshua’s death, the people heard the
counsel of the elderly men who were with
him. But when the elders died, the people
walked in their own ways and forgot God
who brought them out of Egypt, and served
the idols of the people of the land. The
Lord’s anger was kindled. And he gave
them into the hand of the nations around
them. And when they were afflicted, the

J




f
@OGI®3 BMWal®ODO@D MIOWIWlalMos) Dlai®mo
ad (1 vom). 12:11). O AVOCWEIIOO BRCAOOIO)OS
Dal(BAUOMIG3 Mlam)o GRWIM®WIG mlamyo ails)
allenomosm Wlaimoad allgleneaq|s®. (Gaaslm)
@M MOMABSI0E WlaMio G@AIMI)0 MBWAI
glaed mlan)o eenIMd-GrRmIWlo RMIa))). ©6NI3-
@PIW)HS DSOS @REROMYA. GROAI0ENILA
B9)o @RGRAIMIBBN)0 AlGMI@EIN0ANO WEaOI
Qs MW@ (alcalvomailel.
Wlaimoanlad @3S306nl0, 2MMo (MO®I. 11:1-3).

2MORWOS AHM 200116100 al)(@ M)
eeIod. @Y ERSICMIS)B8 NIMWOL12I0W]
@890 @Y MOLIOBIM) WHLIWIS af)M) Gald)
alMm®. Dlai®oadlom allmoalond monoe ao(@E
- @RO)0 @O TLORIG|GIC3 Ao @RAIWI3
S35 8B). @Y GalGIGMOS) NITWH]g TuNAl
ANMl:e8 UIleoelwosid agan) ailglajjaioyan).
Dlai®oadlom allmoai 80y leelwosym @RI
©)aM} af))o, WIOLIWIB af)IN® @IS
@INOABIN MIPo @EHLIAMJo B0) WIOEM WY6NE.
6WIABIMInEAI 30) aldaI®20W Uilerlwasdlm) aqual
AlMBSAUHOWIEM) WlHLIWIBLA og)am) ailgles)
mo.

oM FloaIwidlm) TUIMMEIO W0 &)Sle:8)0
9620 10)aM). af)MO@3, GAIUDY WG @PAIM)
aflomm £,)5100en Wlalmond. @@IMIG3 Uleel
@313 BOOIWHS a)(@MIB @EAIHM AVIBAIM
O®I@3 M) B0S1a))HS60M). @REEBOM @AM
afll®yauiom) Matsao]. @raim @pallesalan)
GMOMNIEB U EM)GaldW] ®IRMVR0SH]. emoenT
o) Q0B61903 GRG0 MEIT ag)aMEM. GRAINS
@QilOs &)5)$00)0200m) &R1aila] B0) MEl aldd
(&0000eil ag)an (alarvlevlemsl.
Olaiman @l(ocwelaqd emmymaomeomes
(mow9o.11:4-11)

®)}CO ORI & Y160 Ga|0Ud @OEDO MYA
QNOCERIIEMIS) WERLEBIM) AIaM). @PEaOUd
wloeiwoaloal 0)a]@I@ c®o6NilGd @OAIGHH)
GAIeNEl @REAOMYGOIS) WIRLOAAIYIAIONE GIVMO
Wlal®@ow] dlai®moadlom ailglay). @eaimd mlo
mileajsslenoe @alo)es Mldsniawla)) (asenisnilud
QNWEe)H») GRAIDIZ CNHOIGIATIM) WEAOIUHW

N\

\
people cried out. Then God raised the
judges time to time to deliver the Israelites.

Jephthah is the ninth judge of the judges
God gave to Israel (1 Samuel 12:11).
Jephthah was called to deliver the Israelites
from the persecution and the oppression
of the Amorites. (Lot begot Moab in his
elder daughter and Ben-ammi in his
younger one). Amonites were the sons of
Ben-ammi. Even the tenth generation of the
Moabites and the Ammonites were not

allowed to enter into the presence of the
LORD.

Birth and family of Jephthah

(Judges 11: 1-3).

Gilead was the son of Machir the son of
Manasseh. That place was named Gilead
after his name. Only the name of the father
of Jephthah is known to us and that too in
the name of his native place. The inhabitants
associated with that name were called
Gileadites. Some think that Jephthah'’s
father was a Gileadite, and that Gilead was
not his real name. The people, who lived
near by the mount Gilead in the Jordan,
are called Gileadites.

This Gilead had his own wife and
children. Jephthah’s mother was a
prostitute. So the sons of Gilead’s wife drove
him out of his home. So he lost his father’s
property. He left there and lived in the land
of Tob. The word Tob means ‘better’. He
lived there with the friends and gained the
name ‘mighty man of valour’.

Jephthah becomes the leader of Israel

(Judges 11: 4-11)

After some time the Ammonites came
to fight against Israel. Then the elders of
Gilead called Jephthah the captain of the
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host to fight against the Ammonites for\
them. Though he rejected, they forced him
(read the Bible) to take the leadership, and
so he went with them. And they made him
head and leader of Israelites in the name of
Jehovah.

Then Jephthah came before the Lord at
Mizpah and uttered all his words. Mizpah
is a place of divine abode. It means a
watchtower. It is found that Jacob and
Samuel worshiped at Mizpah. Mizpah is
five miles north of Jerusalem. There is a
Mizpah in Gilead and Benjamin. This lesson
talks about Mizpah of Gilead.

Jephthah - Reasoning with the
Ammonite King (Judges 11: 12-17)

Jephthah sent the messengers and told
the Amonite king that the truth was really
reasonable. It was not Israel, but the
Ammonites were the victims of violence.
So he informed the king that Jehovah will
judge between Israelites and Amonites if
there is a war. Jephthah was a mighty
warrior, but he begged God for help. He
vowed to remain loyal to God.

Jephthah’s battle and vow

(Judges 11: 29-32).

The Spirit of God came upon Jephthah
and made him powerful and active. And
he went out from Mizpah to the Amonites.
He made a vow before the Lord that he
would offer burnt offerings to Jehovah if
the Lord would give him victory. He made
a vow that whatsoever would come from
the doors of his house to meet him, when
he returns in peace from the children of
Ammon, it shall be Jehovah’s, and he would
offer it up for a burnt-offering. (The burnt
offering is to burn the sacrificial animals
completely before Jehovah). Decisions
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made to be loyal to God were the practices\
that existed at that time. The experience
was that if we did not fulfill this vow after
getting victory, it would be a curse. Jehovah
gave him a great victory. He conquered 20
cities.

Jephthah fulfills the vow
(Judges 11: 34-40).

When Jephthah came back home joyful
after defeating the enemies he found his
daughter approach him dancing with her
friends to welcome him. She was delighted
with her father’s success. Jephthah was so
sad because she was his only daughter.
When he told the daughter about his vow,
she handed her over to his will. She asked
for two months’ time to mourn with her
companions. ’ She then returned. Jephthah
did to her his vow. ”’ (Remember that the
daughter of Jephthah was dedicated to God
to remain unmarried for the rest of her life
thus fulfilling the vow to the Lord Jehovah.
God will bless those who make vow and
fulfill them on time. God lifted Jephthah
from a humble beginning to a greater
height. God wants his children to become
obedient to him.

Jephthah punishes the Ephraimites
who were against him (Judges 12: 1-7).

Ephraimites came to war against
Jephthah for not calling E’phraim when he
went to fight against the Ammonites. They
threatened him with the destruction of his
property. But Jephthah’s invitation was, in
fact, rejected by the Ephraimites . Then
Jephthah gathered together the men of
Gilead, and fought against the children of
Ephraim. When they tried to cross Jordan
,the Gileadites tested every one to see
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whether they were from beyond Jordan.
They were asked to pronounce the word
‘Sibboleth’.But the Ephraimites were able
to pronounce ‘Sibboleth” only instead of
‘Shibboleth’. Thus the Gileadites identified
the Ephraimites and killed them. The word
shibboleth means grain, fountain etc. At
that time there fell about 42,000
Ephraimites. He was determined in the
presence of God. He did not agree with the

Ephraimites who approached him
cunningly and so punished them
accordingly.

The end of Jephthah (Judges 12: 7).

Jephthah was a judge of Israel for six
years. Then he died and was buried in one
of the cities of Gilead. God raised Jephthah
from his own people and miraculously used
him. What is the reason? He spoke all his
words before God, took the decision and
tulfilled them. God will use us when our
shortcomings are all confessed to God and
submit ourselves before him. God looks at
our readiness. God is not looking how smart
and influential we are but how much we
are available to Him.

Questions

1. Why Jephthah was expelled from his
house by his brothers?

2. How did Jephthah come to power?

3. What are the reasons for the success
of Jephthah?

4. Write about Jephthah’s arguments and
war against the Amonites.

5. Write the meaning.

Mizpah, Jephthah,Tob, Shibboleth
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