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CHARACTERISTICS OF GOSPELS
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210000 1:1-4; e6woaomoad 20:31-31
Luke. 1:1-4; Jn. 20:31-31
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‘Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead,
descended from David, as preached in my gospel”
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Objective :

To believe Jesus is the complete
God and promised Messiah

Introduction :

The contents of the four gospels
are birth of Jesus, his public ministry,
death, resurrection and ascension to
heaven. The gospels are named so
because all of them tell about Jesus
Christ’s life and ministry. Gospel writers
record the history of Jesus based on
their experiences. Each one chooses
specific events in the life of Jesus
Christ. They did not try to record the
events in the order of its happenings.
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Four gospels slightly differ from each
other and they give equal emphasis on
the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. It is because of the redemptive
act of Jesus is possible through his
death and resurrection.

CHARACTERISTICS OF GOS-
PELS AND A BRIEF STUDY OF
THEM

Four Gospels are addressed to four
different groups of people. Let us
examine briefly about the intentions of
writers, their aspirations and how they
are reflected in gospels.

Matthew :

The gospel of Matthew is intended
for the Jewish community. Primarily,
Matthew had to prove that Jesus is the
expected Messiah, the son of David,
and also to emphasize that all
prophecies of Old Testament have
been fulfilled in Jesus. So he uses 29
quotes from Old Testament and wrote
‘the prophecies are fulfilled’ in 13 times.
Secondly, Jews expected a king who
would rule in the throne of David. That
is why; Matthew emphasizes Jesus as King
(Mt. 2:2; 2:6, 25; 25:31-34; 27:35-37).

Mark :

The Gospel of Mark is mainly
addressed to the Romans. The
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Romans were hard working, obedient
and they served the society. So Jesus
is depicted as the servant who is very
active and hard working. The gospel
does not include the genealogy and
birth history of Jesus. From the very
beginning of the gospel, it narrates the
public ministry of Jesus. Jesus is
presented in this gospel as the servant
who accomplished the will of God, who
sent him to the earth (Mk. 10:45). We
do not see much sermons or parables
in this gospel.

Luke :

Luke was a gentile, and he
addressed the gospel to the gentiles
who were cultured and philosophers.
Jesus is described as a complete man
(Lk.2:52). It was considered that
gentiles were cultured and disciplined.
The creator God incarnated into earth,
and he was almost like a human being
except in the matter of sin. He was
obedient to the parents. He could grow
in wisdom, and mourn over Jerusalem.
He prayed painfully at Gethsemane. All
these events are recorded in the gospel
in order to reveal the manhood of Jesus.

John :

The gospel of John is addressed
to all believers, who joined the church
from all communities. John’s intention
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is to prove Jesus as the promised
Messiah and the son of God (Jn. 1:18;
1:49; 2:11; 3:36; 4:26; 5:25; 6:69;
10:36; 11:27). Keeping this in mind, he
includes miracles and events which
have not been mentioned in remaining
three gospels. He also gives important
teachings. He ignores Jesus’
genealogy, infancy and temptations.
There are a number of realities
recorded by each writer of the gospels.
We will get a complete picture of Jesus’
life when we study all gospels together.
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What is the common subject or topic of the gospels?
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Prepare a schedule of the records of events that are specifically mentioned by each

writer.
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John
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Why does the content of each gospel differ from one another ?
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Write down the characteristics, objectives of gospels and to whom each gospel is ad-
dressed to in given chart.
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characteristics?
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