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"If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then
| will hear from heaven, and | will forgive their sins and will
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Introduction

It was the will of God that Israel
would be his own possession and he
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would be their king. God led them in
their journey of wilderness and to
acquire the land of Canan. After setting
in Canan, Israel had to face attacks
from neighboring nations. In such
circumstances the people saw the
victories through the judges of God.
During the period of last judge, the
prophet Samuel, we see the beginning
of King'’s rule and it had longed for 500
years (1095-586 B.C.). Saul, the son
of Kish was the first king. He belonged
to the tribe of Benjamin.

1. Appointment of King Saul and
His rule (1 Sam. 8-31 Chapters)

The people of Israel in their back-
sliding stage demanded Samuel to
appoint a king for them. Samuel
explained them about the demerits of
King’s rule (1 Sam.8:10-18). But they
did not hear him and again required for
a king. Though it was not the will of
God, he allowed Samuel to appoint a
king for Israel. While looking for his
father’s asses, Saul reached Samuel’s
house and he anointed Saul as the king
of Israel (1 Sam. 10:1). Then, Samuel
gathered people at Mispah and
declared Saul, the king of Israel. After
this, God’s spirit came rushing upon
Saul and he could defeat Ammonites
with the help of army. This victory made
Saul famous and people gathered at
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Gilgal and accepted Saul as their King.
On this occasion, Samuel commanded
Saul and the people to fear the Lord
and serve him (1 Sam. 12:13-16).

Saul’s failures

Though Saul defeated Ammonites,
Philistines and Amalekites, his life was
a failure. Samuel felt sorry about Saul
and often warned him ,but they were
of no use (1 Sam. 15:35, 13:13-14).

Reasons of Saul’s failures

1. Pride - Saul was humbile in the
beginning (1 Sam. 9:21). He developed
pride after he became the king. As
Samuel was late for their gathering at
Gilgal, Saul himself had offered burnt
offering though he was ineligible for that
(1 Sam. 13:11-13).

2. Envy - Saul was envious of the
fame and ability of David. So he
considered him as enemy and tried to
kill him. (1 Sam. 18:29, 19:10-11, 24:2).

3. Cruelty: Saul was very cruel to
David. During the time of war against
Philistines, Saul commanded the army
that they would not eat food before
evening and also declared that his own
son would die after tasting a little honey.
It revealed his cruelty.

4. Disobedience - Samuel
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commanded Saul that he should
destroy everything that Amalekites had.
But Saul kept Agag, the king of
Amalekites alive and kept the best of
the sheep and the oxen. He destroyed
only the worthless things.

5. Sorcery - When Saul was lacking
the oracles of God, he went to the
woman witch of Endor for getting
advice (1 Sam. 28:7-8). Saul’s failure
was pathetic. Once he was filled with
the spirit of God and later controlled by
sins. As a result, Saul and his three
sons were brutally killed in Gilboa
Mountain. (1 Sam. 31:8-9, 2 Sam. 1:6-
10).

2. Appointment of David,
important events in his wife

David’s life is very clearly narrated
[ n
1 Sam. 16-31, 2 Sam., 1 King 1-2. We
have learnt about him in previous
classes. He was the greatest
personality of Israel and he ruled for
40 years. Remember the important
events in his life. David is notable in
many ways.

1. Agood shepherd - He killed both
lion and bear to save the lamb (1 Sam.
17:34-35)

2. The sweet singer of Isreal - David
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was adept in playing harp and he wrote
many psalms (1 Sam. 16:17-23)

3. Intimate friend - David loved
Jonathan whole heartedly (1 Sam.
18:1-3, 9:7)

4. Warrior, King and Military
commander. Young David killed
Goliath and made Philistines flew
(1Sam. 17:48-49). As a king, he ruled
greatly for seven years in Hebron and
thirty three years in Jerusalem. He
subdued enemies, protected and
expanded the kingdom (2 Sam. 5:1-
10).

5. Loving father - He mourned over
the rebelling son Absalom. It was a
wonderful event (2 Sam. 18:33)

6. Repentant - God pleased him not
because of his sinless life, but he was
truly repentant of his sins. Psalms 51
represents David’s repentance after sin
(2 Sam. 12:13-14).

7. He loved God with all of his heart
(Ps. 18:11). So he was called a man
after God’s own heart.

8. David was a prophet (Acts. 2:20,
Psa. 116, 110:1)

9. David was the forerunner of
Jesus Christ and he had received the
promise about the eternal kingdom (Ps.
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89:3-4, 29:36-37).

10. David, in the midst of afflictions,
was brave and courageous because of
his trust in God. His life was hopeful
and great (1 Chr. 29:28, 1 King 2:1-4,
2 Sam.23:1-5). It is useful to do a
comparative study of the lives of David
and Saul. We should understand the
reasons of failures in Saul’'s life and
keep us away from such dangers.
David was victorious in the midst of
afflictions. So we should follow his good
models and make success by doing
sincere ministry in the hands of God.

3. Appointment of Solomon

Suddenly after receiving the
kinghood, Solomon, with all houses of
God reached the alter at Gibeon. He
prayed and offered sacrifices there. He
asked wisdom to rule over the Israel
when God appeared to him at night.
God pleased him and promised him
with wisdom and all blessings. As a
result, he became the source of
wisdom and a wealthy king. Solomon
wrote 3000 proverbs and 1000 poems.
He had knowledge in the areas of
zoology and botany.

Construction of the Temple

As David, his father instructed
Solomon began the construction of the
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temple in his 4th year of rule. Hiram,
King of Tyre helped him. The
construction of temple was completed
in 7 years and it was 60 feet length, 20
feet width and 30 feet height. According
to the law, the Ark of the Covenant was
set up in the most holy place by the
priests. Then king and priests sang and
praised God and the temple was filled
with the glory of God (2 Chr. 5-8
chapters). God appeared to Solomon
at night and gave him promises along
with warnings (2Chr. 7:12-22). He was
given strict commandment that he
should not worship other gods and he
should keep the commandments and
decrees of the Lord.

Palace

After the construction of the temple
he took 13 years to build a beautiful
temple and the house of the forest of
Lebanon (1 King. 7:1-10)

Territory of the kingdom.

The area of the kingdom was
60000 square miles. It was ten times
bigger than David’s kingdom.

Richness and Fame (1 King
4,9,10 chapters)

King Solomon’s richness and fame
were so wonderful!l He had trade
relationshiop with foreign nations. He
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brought gold, silver, ivory, apes and
peacocks from there (1 King 10:22). His
throne was very beautiful and made of
ivory and covered with gold. He had
1400 chariots and 1200 horsemen.
When queen of Sheba heard of
Solomon’s fame and wisdom, she
came to Jerusalem with much gold and
precious stones. She was surprised at
the meat of the table, and the sitting of
the servants, and the attendance of his
ministers, and their apparel and his
cupbearers and his ascent by which he
went up to the house of the Lord (1
Kings 10:1-13).

Behold, a greater than Solomon is
here (Mt. 12:42). Solomon’s fame was
temporary and earthly. May God enable
us to see the glory and power of Jesus,
the King and be given the opportunity
to fall at his feet like apostle John (Rev.
1:16,17).

Fall of Solomon

Solomon, the wisest of wise and
the richest failed spiritually and it led
him and his country towards decline.
His experiences are warnings for us.
Let us look into the factors which led
him to failure.

1) His heart was not perfect with
the Lord his God as was the heart of
David his father (1 Kings 11:4). He
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constructed a beautiful temple for God,
but he did not give first place to God.
How our heart is perfect in the presence
of God is more important than what we
do for God.

2) Vengeful and Cruel

He was very cruel and vengeful to
his brother Adonijah, military
commander Joab and Shimei. Benaiah
killed them according to the order given
by Solomon. (1 Kings 2:25,34,46).
David’s attitude towards Saul, Absalom,
Adonijah and Shimei who rebelled
against him and it was different from
Solomon’s.

3) Solomon was proud of his
richness, fame and wisdom. He used
his talents for selfish motives and
amenities. His construction of Palace
and throne, and its arrangements were
for his own richness and fame (1 Kings
10:18-29). Those who follow material
blessings are on the way to decline.

4) Solomon was against the
commandments of God. He loved and
carried many strange women and the
daughter of Pharaoh. Solomon clung
to these women in love. His wives
turned away his heart after other Gods.
As aresult, he went after Ashtoreth, the
goddess of the Zidonians and Milcom
the abomination of the Ammonites, and
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he refused the commandments of God
which was given to him twice that he
should not serve other Gods (1 Kings
11:1-10). Are the people of God
tempted to make relations with
unbelievers who are equal in wealth
and fame like them? The Lord tells us
to separate ourselves from them, and
do not touch anything which is unclean.
We should take
commandments.

it as serious

5) Solomon’s last days were
disappointed ones. We see the words
of hopelessness in the book of
Ecclesiastes. Solomon teaches the
world that no one can be satisfied in
heart by wealth, wisdom, fame and
amenities (Ecc. 2:2-11). The biggest
failure in Solomon’s life was that he
could not use the god-given wisdom in
his life.

During the end of his life Jeroboam,
his servant, rebelled against him.
Solomon, the wise of the wisest and
richest, died after 40 years of his rule.
After his death, the kingdom was
divided into two. Jeroboam, Solomon’s
servant became the ruler of Israel which
includes ten tribes, while Rehoboam,
Solomon’s son became the ruler of
Judea which includes two tribes.
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