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THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE CHURCH

a1mME@Inoe / Scripture Portions
oagl. 2:8-11, (a1a1y.7:54-60 / Rev. 2:8-11, Acts. 7:54-60

\-

aasaroos / Memory Verse : oagl. 2:10 / Rev. 2:10
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‘Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. | tell you,
the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death,
and | will give you life as your victor’s crown.”
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Objective:

Encourage the pupils to become
witnesses of Christ in the midst of
persecution.

Introduction:

Have you ever faced persecution
as a result you witnessing Jesus? Have
you ever heard of the people who suffer
persecution in this modern age? Name
the countries where the Christians are
persecuted. The persecution faced by
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the Christians in the first century was
tragic. In the midst of persecutions,
men of God strongly and faithfully stood
for the Lord and it really inspires us.
Persecution started in Jerusalem where
the Christianity took its birth. Jews and
Romans thought that Christianity would
be expired in these persecutions. The
persecution began as the Jews and
priests stoned Stephen in Jerusalem.
King Herod had executed James, the
apostles by the sword. The believers
had to scatter to many places of the
world. They witnessed Christ wherever
they reached and established
churches. As the church being
expanded to Roman territories, the
persecution also increased. Roman
emperors executed ten tragic
persecutions in four centuries. The
experiences of Smyrna church
mentioned in Rev. 2:8-11, is moreover
like this situation.

Reasons of Persecution

1. Christians were monotheistic.
They taught that pagan religion was
false.

2. Idolatry and Pagan festivals were
related to social life. As christians were
against them, they were interpreted as
anti-socials.

3. There was a usual custom of
worshipping emperors. It was a method
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to make subjects favorable to the
emperors. But Christian teaching of
worshipping only God has been taken
as treason.

4. Gentiles and Roman emperors
considered Christianity a part of
Judaism. Jews had certain conflicts
with Romans due to political reasons.
It also affected the christians.

5. The people were suspicious of
the Christian way of worship. Night
gatherings and holy communions were
treated as the conspiracy against royal
reign.

6. The equality in the Christian
church caused opposition from the side
of rich class men.

7. As Christianity opposed idolatry,
the idol makers also acted against the
church.

Ten Persecutions

1. Nero, the Roman emperor (A.D.
64-68) decided to rebuild the city of
Rome. But people opposed this move.
Emperor secretly burnt the city and it
charged on Christians. So the people
were against Christians. Then
Christians were killed in many ways.
Peter and Paul were killed in this time.
Many were burnt alive and they were
made torches of fire.
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2. Second persecution happened
at the time of Domitian, the emperor. It
occured in between A.D. 90 to 96. It
was in this period John, the apostle sent
an exile to Patmos.

3. Third persecution occured at the
reign of Trajan, the emperor in between
A.D. 104 to 117. Ignatius became a
martyr during this period.

4. Fourth persecution occurred at
the reign of Pius, the emperor (A.D.
138-161). Polycarp the minister of
Smyrna church was burnt alive in a
Pyre.

5. Fifth persecution occurred at the
time of emperor Marcus (A.D. 161-
180). Justine, the church father was
beheaded after being beaten by whips.
It was a hobby to kill Christians who
wished to rebuild the old Roman
empire.

6. Sixth persecution occurred
during the reign of emperor Sereus
(A.D 200-211). Thousands of Christians
including Africans were burnt during this
period.

7. Seventh persecution occurred
during the reign of emperor Maximus
(A.D. 235-237).

8. Eighth persecution was at the
reign of emperor Decius (A.D. 250-
253).
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9. During the reign of Valerian
emperor (From A.D. 254 onwards),
Cyprian of Cathage and Xystus of
Rome were the notable martyrs this
period.

10. The most cruelest and last
persecution occurred during the reign
of the emperor Diocletian. It began from
A.D. 303. The handwritten copies of the
Bible were burnt. Withdrawing the
citizenship and lawful protection of
Christians and collective burning of
Christians in gatherings were the
cruelest persecutions.

It was mentioned in Rev. 2:10 that
you would suffer persecution for ten
days.

These persecutions united the
believers and fostered unity in the
church. The blood of martyrs became
the foundation stones of the church.
The persecution had been stopped in
A.D. 313 when Constantine was
converted to Christianity and the
church’s growth becomes stable.
Persecutions cannot destroy the
church. The power of death shall not
prevail against the church (Mat.16:18).
Believers will of course face
persecutions. May God strengthen us
to be faithful till death and to have crown
in eternity.
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In whose time Apostle Peter and Paul become martyrs ?
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