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Objective:

God will punish the sin. But he will
deliver the one who cries unto him and
returns to the lord. The people of god
must not mingle with sinners. They
must keep themselves holy.

Teaching tools

1. A map shows the promised land of
sons of Jacob

2. A chart which contains the name
of judges and the nations of
Canaan.
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Who is a judge?

Judges were the leaders sent by
God occasionally to deliever the tribes
of Israel from their enemies and also
to rule over them.(3:9).The rule of
judges extended from the death of
joshua to soul, the first king of israel. It
was a time of 200 years. During this
period is judges ruled over the israel.
Among them the history of 13 judges
are described in the book of judges and
about two judges are mentioned in the
earlier chapters of Ist Samuel. Their
names are given below in succession.

1.0theniel 2.Ehud 3. Shamgar
4. Deborah (Barak) 5. Gideon
6. Abhimelech 7. Tola 8. Jair
9. Jepthah 10. Ibzan 11. Elon 12. Abdon
13. Samson 14. Eli 15. Samuel

The need of rasing up of judges

If we examine the general
situation of israel we will understand
the need of leaders.

1. After the death of the people of
joshua’s generation there arose
another generation who did not
know the lord or the works which
he had done for israel. (2:10)

2. Inthose days there was no king in
israel; everyman did what was right
in his own eyes (17:6)

3. They did not drive out the people
of canaanite nations. Instead use
them as slave labours (2:19,23).
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4. The land of philistianes, Sidon and
Lebanon were not subdued by the
israelites. These lands were under
the possession of nations there.
(Deut.3:1-5)

In later time these matters became
harmful for the israel. When the
underiven nations got sternght they
would fight aganist israel and suppress
them and made them slaves. But they
shall become adversaries to you (2:3).
Read Numbers 33:35 also.

In addition to this, there was a
practice of Israelites worshipping the
godes of other nations and did what
was unlawful in the eyes of the Lord.
Their gods shall be a share to you (2:3).

Judges in Israel

1. Othniel : He was from the tribe
of Judea. He was the son of Kenaz,
Caleb’s brother. He captured Kiriath
Sepher according to the call of Caleb.
It is mentioned in the first chapter that
he married Achsah, the daughter of
Caleb. His works as a judge is described
in Jude 3:7-11.

God afflicted the Israel due to their
idolatry. When they cried unto the Lord,
God raised Othniel as their deliverer.
He got victory over the king of thier
enemy. So the land had peace for forty
years.

2. Ehud : He was from the tribe of
Benjamin. He is described as being left
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handed. Eglon, the Moabite King, with
the support of Ammonites and
Amalekites defeated Israel and ruled
them for 18 years. Ehud killed Moabite
king with sword and he gathered the
Israelites and killed ten thousand
warriors of Moabites. The lIsraelites
enjoyed 80 years of peace (3:12-30).

3. Shamgar : He slaughtered 600
Philistines with an ox goad.

4. Deborah (Barak) : In 4th and
5th chapters, we see Jabin, the
Canaanite King and his military
commander Sisera as Israel’s
oppressors. Their captial was Hazor,
north of the sea of Galilea. They had
900 iron chariots and they oppressed
Israel for 20 years.

During those days there was a
prophetess in Israel and she was
Deborah, the wife of Lapidoth. Barak
mustered ten thousand troops of
Naphtali and Zebulun and prepared
them for war. Deborah had prophesied
him to do so. Deborah was also with
them. Siserea was completely defeated
at the river Kishon.

Siser came to the tent of Jael in
order to escape death. He asked for a
drink and she gave him drink. While he
was asleep she hammered a tent-pin
through his temple. Deborah and Barak
sang and praised God. There was
peace in the land for forty years.

5. Gideon (6,7,8 chapters): He
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belonged to the tribe of manasseh. He
was the son of Joash. It was the a
period that even his household
members also followed idolaty. The
hand of midian prevailed aganist israel.
They came up with their camels without
number from south east desert. They
continued to destroy Israel and their
agriculture lands. God chose gidoen a
farmer to defeat midianites. The angel
of god appered to him and
strengthened him. He threw down to
alter of baal that his father had and build
an alter unto the lord and offer a burnt
sacrifice. For it he took the bullock of
his father.

The spirit of the lord came upon
gideon and he gathered israel for war.
God commanded him to lessen the
number of army so that israel did not
vaunt themselves aganist god.He
proclaimed that everyone who was
fearful and afraid could depart early.
Out of 32000,22000 people were
departed.Only ten thousand people
remained. Then god tried them in water
and all people had to depart except
three hundred men.(7:2-8). What was
their weapons for war? Every man had
a trumpet in his hand, with empty
pitchers and lamps with in the pitchers.
The men of gideon blew the trumpet
into the valley where midianites,
amalekites and the people from eastern
lands were laid along. They brake the
pitchers and cried holding the lamps.
The lord every man’s sword aganist his
fellow even through out all the host and
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they fled up. All the israel gathered
together to kill them. They enjoyed 40
years of peace.

6. Abimelech (9:1-57) : He was a
son of judge gideon to his shechemite
concubine. Shechemites made him
their leader.He killed his seventy
brothers gideon son’s.Then he
destroyed the city of shekhem.However
he was struck on the head by a mill
stone thrown by a woman from the wall
above and he ordered his armer bearer
to thrust him through with his sword and
he had perished. He ruled over israel
for the three years.

7. Tola (10:1-2) : He was a man of
issachar. He was a judge for 23 years.

8. Jair : He belonged to ..... and
ruled israel for 22 years.

9. Jepthah (12:7) : Israelites
become idol workshipers. As a result
ammonites oppressed them for
eighteen years. When they returned to
god he raised jepthah as their leader.

Jephthah the gileadite was a mighty
man of valour and he was the son of
an harlot. So his brothers thrusted out
him. But at the time of war aganist
ammonites, the elders of gilead made
him their leader and the military
commander. Jephthah sent messengers
to ammonites king and had diplomatic
talks with him. But the king did not
consent. During this time the spirit of
the lord came to jephthah and he
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vowed that whoever came forth of the
doors of his house to meet him,when
he returned in peace from the children
of ammon should surely be the lord’s.
When he returned happily to his
daughter came out to meet him with
timbrels and with dances. He was in
trouble about the vow. But his daughter
allowed him to do according to his vow.
She had to live a life of virgin throughout
her life.(Human sacrifice is not allowed.
ex.28:8, 1k.2:27)

10. Ibzan: He was from Bethlehem.
He had thirty sons and thrity daughters.
He was a judge for seven years.

11. Elon : He was a zebulonite and
he judged israel ten years(12:11)

12. Abdon (12:13-15) : He had
forty sons and thirty nephews that rode
on three score and ten ass colts. He
judged Israel eight years.

13.Samson (13:1,16:31)
Philistians oppressed israel for forty
years. Samson was the son of Manoah
of the family of Dan. Angel of the Lord
appeared to Samson’s parents even
before his birth and informed about him.
The parents dedicated the child even
he was formed in he womb of his
mother. The term ‘nazirite’ means
“consecrated” or “separated”. (The law
of nazirite can be seen in Numbers 6).

It was also told that no razor should
come on his head. He did many
miracles because the spirit of the Lord
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came upon him. He simply grabbed a
lion and ripped it apart. He slew thirty
Philistines and he returned the sheets
garment to those who solved the riddle.
He gathered 300 foxes and tied them
together in pairs by their tails. He them
attached a burning torch to each pair
of foxes’ tails and used them to burn
the crops of Philistines. With the
jawbone of an ass he slained 3000
men. He tore the gate of Gaza from its
very hinges and frame, and carried it
away. The reason of his failure was his
unwanted relation with Delilah. When
she was informed about Samson’s
source of strength on his head. She
called Philistines and shaved off the
seven locks of his head. They put out
his eyes and he did grined in the prison
house. He prayed Lord to strengthen
him and he shook the pillars of the
temple and it fell down. Many Philistines
died. So the dead which he slew at his
death were more than they which he
slew in his life. The main reason of his
failure was his earthly desires.

The people of God must crucify
their flesh with the affections and lusts
(Gal. 5:34).

14. Eli : A high priest. He
ministered the Lord in Shiloh. He was
a priest in Israel for 40 years (1 Sam.
4:18). His sons Hophni and Phinehas
were also priests. But they were wicked,
not conscious of God, abhorrent of the
offering, adutterers and disobeyers of
their father (1 Sam.2:12, 17, 22, 25).
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Eli did not warn his children. Instead,
he made himself fat with the chiefest
of all the offerings of Israel. He
respected his children them God.
Though he heard God’s oracle against
this behaviour through a man of God
and child Samuel, he did not rectify his
faults. As a result, Israel defeated in the
war against Philistines and the ark of
God was taken, and two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas were slain. Eli fell
off the seat backward by the side of the
gate, and his neck brake, and he died.
Wife of Phinehas bowed herself and
died after giving birth to Ichabod. Her
last words were, “The glory is departed
from Israel” For them that honour me |
will honour and they that despire me
shall be lightly esteemed (1 Sam. 2:30).
Eli and his sons were punished why?

15. Samuel : God has heared. After
the death of Eli, Samuel ministered in
Israel as prophet, priest and judge.
Samuel judged Israel all the days of his
life (1 Sam. 7:15). People returned to
the Lord (1 Sam. 7:3-7). The philistines
were subdued and the art of God was
retained (7:10-14).

Samuel’s sons were turned aside
after lucre and took bribes (1 Sam. 8:3).
So people wished for a king. Thus,
Samuel according to the Lord’s
commands, anointed Saul and David
as their kings one by one. The age of
Judges is over after the death of
Samuel.
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Judges and there period of time Gentile groups that oppressed Israel
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What were the prerequisite to raise up Judges in Israel ? Explain it.
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What are the lessons that we have to understand from the life of Samson ? Which are his
mighty works ?
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Write a note on preist Eli ?
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