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Gideon
Leader who won with minority

Bible Portion: Judges. 6: 1-10; 6: 11-24;
6: 25-40; 7, and 8 chapters.

Memory verse: “Even youths grow tired
and weary, and young men stumble and
fall; but those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint.”

Key verse: “Not by might nor by power,
but by my Spirit,” says the LORD
Almighty.”

Purpose: God calls a person who thinks
about himself and his own people to be the
leader. God is not much concerned about
our ability and inability. God looks at our
readiness and availability. The secret of
victory is not our own strength, but
trusting in God and being obedient to Him.

Beginning: Joshua led the people of God
who came out from Egypt under the
leadership of Moses, to Canaan. They had
to get rid of the inhabitants of the land to
occupy the promised land and enjoy the
place in full freedom. On certain occasion,
the people of the land have enslaved and
robbed Israel. It was simply because they
had forgotten their God who had freed
them from Egypt and served the gods of
these nations. When Israelites repented in
the midst of this persecution and cried out
to God, from among them, God raised up
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some of his servants and prophets and\
defeated their enemies. And these who
delivered and judged them were known as
judges.

The judges

1. Othniel (Judg. 3:9) 2. Ehud

(3:15) 3. Shankar (3:21) 4 .
Deborah (4: 4) / Barak 5.  Gideon
(6:36) 6. Abimelech (9: 1) 7. Tola
(10:1) 8. Jair (10:3) 9. Jephthah
(11:11) 10. Ibzan (12: 8) 11. Elon
(12:11) 12. Abdon (12:13)

Gideon- historical background

The people of Israel enjoyed rest and
peace for 40 years during the period of
Deborah. Then the Israelites went after idols
and displeased God. They worshiped the
gods of the Amorites. (Amor was the fifth
son of Noah’s son Ham) Amor worshiped
gods like Baal, Asherah, and Astaroth), and
the Israelites followed this sinful way.

And God delivered Israel into the hand
of Midian. (Midian is the son Abraham and
Keturah) The Midianites are the children
of Midian. They persecuted the Israelites.
In addition, the Amalekites and other
eastern people like Edomites, Moabites,
and Amonites also came to fight against
Israel. (Amalek- A son of Eliphaz who is the
son of Esau). His children are called the
Amalekites. They destroyed crops and
animals of God’s people. Thus Israelites
suffered a lot. And they cried to the Lord.
The Lord God sent a prophet to His people
and made them known of their sins that
caused them to suffer. (We do not know
who this prophet was. There are many
prophets like him who are used by God for
a short period of time.)

In the tribe of Manasseh, God had
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chosen Gideon, the son of Joash, a
descendant of the family of Abiezer to
deliver the people of Israel. He was a farmer.
Gideon was keeping the wheat under an
oak and safeguarding from the hands of the
Midianites. Gideon was very vigilant and
wanted to protect his own property by
resisting his enemies at all times. God
chooses such enthusiastic persons for His
work.

God calls Gideon (Judges 6: 11-22).

1. For the deliverance of his own people,
God appeared to him at a time when
Gideon was keeping busy with his fields.
God calls him “you, O mighty man of valor’.
See, how God approves him (v.11: 12). God
turther says, “Jehovah is with you. You will
save Israel from the hand of the
Midianites... I will send you”... Gideon
tested the man who spoke to him. He made
sure that it was God Jehovah who appoints
him to be the leader. God is always ready
to deliver us if we want to triumph over
our enemies and sin.

Gideon’s excuses

Gideon said that God had abandoned
them and handed them over to Midianites,
and that his family was smaller in Manasseh
and he was the least in his father’s house.
Gideon wanted that a sign should be made
for the assurance of God’s presence. Gideon
then prepared a young goat, and from an
ephah of flour he made bread without
yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its
broth in a pot, he brought them out and
offered them to God under the oak.
Jehovah touched it and consumed it. He
became very courageous man and built an
altar and named it Jehovah Shalom (That
means Jehovah is my peace). Understand
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how Gideon made sure of God’s call.
Fighting With Midian (Judges 6:25; 7:14)

War against the Midianites
This is the most important event in
Gideon’s history:.

1. Facts that led to the war:

A. 6: 24-28 Gideon, at the command of
God, took ten men in the night, and
destroyed his father’s idols of the Baal and
Asherah. There he built the altar to Jehovah.
His father’s seven-year-old bull was
sacrificed.

B. 6: 29-32 As the men of the city
inquired of the incident and came to Joash
the father to kill him. With the logical
answer of Joash (what?) the enemies
withdrew. His father called him Jerubbaal.
The word Jerubbaal means Baal’s rival. Also
known as Jerubeseth. By this, the power of
Baal proved to be not fit even for its own
protection.

C. 6: 33-35 The Midianites, Amalekites,
and the children of the east, crossed Jordan,
and encamped in the valley of Israel. And
Gideon gathered together the tents of Israel
unto him by blowing the trumpets. And
the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon.

2. Before facing his enemies, two tests
Gideon made for his own and the
encouragements that he heard. 6:36; 7:14
is found in the texts (read).

A. Of the 32,000 people, only 300 have
been chosen (7: 2-8). The qualifications of
the selected 300 were excellent courage and
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readiness to act on time.

B. Then Gideon went to the Midianite
camp with his servant Purah. (See his
courage.) The dreams and interpretations
of the soldiers of Midianites were also a
source of reassurance (7: 12-14). What was
their dream? (Find it).

The great victory

1. A unique attack was planned

(7: 15-18).

Dividing the three hundred men into
three companies, Gideon placed trumpets
and empty jars in the hands of all of them,
with torches inside. He asked everyone to
imitate him. Trusting in the Lord Gideon
tried a plan which was absolutely new to
him.

2. The big defeat of Midian

(7: 18; 8: 21).

Gideon and his men blew their trumpets
and broke the jars that were in their hands.
Midianites got frightened and fought
themselves and finally were scattered.
Gideon captured the land from the
enemies. He killed Oreb and Zeeb, the
Midianite kings. The Ephramites were
angry with Gideon for not calling them to
join the battle. But Gideon’s polite words
calmed the anger of Ephramites. He then
crossed Jordan with his three hundred
men. The princes and people of Succoth
and Penuel did not give bread to the army
of Gideon while they were pursuing Zebah
and Zalmunna, the Midianite Kings.
Gideon took revenge against them when
he returned. Gideon had many wives and
71 sons. God used Gideon in His hands
because he blindly believed and followed

God.
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Some of Gideon’s characteristics

1. He was humble. When Israelites
decided to make him king after the war was
over, Gideon refused saying Jehovah was
their King (Judges 6:15; 8: 23).

2. Believed in God and obeyed Him
completely (6:17).

3. Gideon judged for 40 years (8: 32).

4. He died in a good old age (8:32).

5. But he made an ephod from the ear-
rings of his spoil. It became a snare to his
family (8: 24-27). (Backsliding in the heart)

QUESTIONS:

1. Write the meanings of Jehovah
Shalom, Gideon, and Jerubbaal.

2. What were the excuses Gideon made
before God when God wanted to make him
leader?

3. What were the reasons for the war
with Midian?

4. What were the tests conducted before
the war?

5. Write down the names of the judges
and prepare the charts of their time and
characteristics.
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