Lesson 30
II1. Things to Come

Introduction

We have already discussed the three divisions of the book of
Revelation as made by the Lord Himself. In the first division we
have seen “What John saw” ie. The Glory of the Risen Lord. In
the second division we have seen “The Things Present” ie. The
Church Age, which terminates with the Rapture. The third divi-
sion is “The Things To Come” which covers Chs. from 4 to 22.
Since the Things to Come are not graspable to human mind nor
describable in human words, the Lord called John up to heaven
and showed everything in different episodes as being happened.
He heard the voice “Come up here, and | will show you what must
take place after this” (4:1)

At first, let us see what John saw in heaven as described in Ch.4.

1. The Throne in heaven (4:2-5)

The first thing John observes in heaven was a throne occupied by
the Almighty God, whose appearance was like a Jasper (Semi-
transparent) and a Sardine(red) Stone. This Throne stands for
the universal government of God. This is the centre of the activi-
ties of this Book.

2. The 24 other Thrones and 24 Elders (4:4)

John is given a vision of 24 elders who are seated on thrones
clothed in white raiment and crowned with golden crowns. The
number 24 suggests that they represent the Church. 24 is a number
of priesthood (1Chro..24:1,18,19)

3. The Glassy Sea (4:6)

Here the Sea of Glass is crystal clear, whereas in Ch.15:2, it look
like a sea of glass mixed with fire.

4. The Four living creatures (4:6-8)









7 Seals (6:11-19)

1. White Horse (6:2)

2. Red Horse (6:4)

3. Black Horse (6:5,6)

4. Pale Horse (6:7,8)

5. Souls Slain (6:9-11)

6. Earthquake (6:12-17)

Paranthesis

7. Silence (8:1,2)
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2. Second Seal - Red Horse (6:3-4)

When the Lamb opened the second seal, another horse came out,
a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the
earth” (6:3-4). Here the rider is having a sword. The horse and
the rider are the same in both seals, but the change of colour
shows the changed nature of the person - shedding blood- he is
no longer a peace maker. He obtained power in a cunning man-
ner, The Anti- Christ eliminates all who oppose him.

3. Third Seal - Black Horse (6;5-6)

“ When the Lamb opened the third seal........ there was a black
horse. Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hands”(6:5-6).
This shows the preservation of huge quantity of food materials
on one side, while at the same time acute starvation prevails on
the other.

4. Fourth Seal - Pale Horse (6:7-8)

“When the Lamb opened the seal ...... there before me was a
Pale Horse. Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following
close behind him. They were given power to kill by sword, fam-
ine, plague and wild beasts”(6:7-8). These are weapons that God
sends to punish man (Ezek.14:13-23). While they can surely get
deliverance from this disaster calling upon God, the wicked men
are praying to mountains and rocks (Matt.24:6-8, Lk.21:10-11,
Rev. 6:15-17)

Excercise

1. Give a pictoral description of the initial revelation of John
the Apostle,

as in the chapter 4 of Revelation

2. Point out the events to take place during the period of
Rapture to Eternity.

3. What is your understanding on the Seven Sealed Scroll ?

4. Highlight the Personages and events related to the opening
of the following:

a) 1st seal b) 2nd seal c¢) 3rd seal d) 4th seal
M.V.: Rev. 5:9-10



